Treatment of endogenous uveitis with anti-CD4 monoclonal antibody: first report.
A patient with endogenous uveitis was treated with a chimeric monoclonal anti-CD4 antibody. This patient with long-standing therapy-refractive uveitis did not benefit immediately from antibody infusions, although the frequency of uveitis relapses was sharply reduced after this therapy. After treatment with the monoclonal antibody, this patient's response to conventional immunosuppression improved. The patient had very low CD4+ T-cell counts before the beginning of antibody therapy. In this case, peripheral T-cell counts slowly increased. Antigen-specific T-cell responses to retinal S-antigen in this patient were significantly elevated only just prior to a clinical relapse. The initially high level of spontaneous T-cell proliferation normalized after antibody infusions.